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Subject: The Privy Council.
DIVISINN OF GRIGIN:! Joint Interrogstion (see **'belov)

Personnel In*errnga+nd end B?C’”T”Uno of Ezch:
Premier Baron SUYUKI, iAdmiral IJN (Ret). Gredusted devel fcedemy 1883,
Hawell Staff Collepe 1895, Served during Sino Jenenese ené Russo-
Jepeneds Veras Hee held nosts of:  Vice Minieter. of Nevy (1914):
Prasident devel Acedeny (101Q~1”); 0inC Comhbined Fleet, (1924) =nd
concurrently member fupreme War Council; Chief of Naval Genersl
Staff (1925) 5 Grend Chewberlein to F IDV“OW (1929); Nevel Advisor

el PrissiGounic il (1932); o8 imemhey of { C"”‘, Vice Pr=gident, of
(L940), gnd Pregident of 1944} the Priry Couneil. fppointed
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Premier/7 April 1945.
Council in closin * days
of Fn“lich.)

¢ s Precident. Educstionel Investigestion
the wer. (Lppsrently huk little knoviledse

Tr BTELTSTRA,, +he Py

igr's Chiaf Secretery. (Fluent knowledzse of Fnglish.)
there Interrorsied: Privy Couneil Puildins, Tokyo.
H*Interro atore:s Hzj wen Orvil A ADTREON, USA, Militsry Studies Division
Paul BARAH, Overzll Eeconomics FEffects Bivigion
Bunton: B FISHER, lorals . Pivision

Interpreter: Lt Cmdr Telter NICHOLS, USHR

Allied Officers Present: Brig Uen Grandison GARDNER, UCSA
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eribed the Privy Council es &n &dvisory bady to
the Fuperor with no legiglative powers and discussed its sctivities prior to
PRAFL HIPROR end during the wer. On ¢11 other subjects, such es militery devel-
opments, he merely gave his n:1 opinion, expleining wt, due to hie TE -
tetion aeg & pecifist be ves not inforred of politicel or milivary sctivities
conducive o ver. In eonclusion ne §yr]qu“( the Faperor'e politicel position
end 2etivities end dircussed the role )“ the Premier in reletion to the Emreror.
Genaral subjiectz covered: | activities of Privy Conncily rolelof Jepsnese Newy
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Oen GERDNER.

Q. Paron, wve sre very suxious to avoid the next war and azre making e study of
nor it heppened--the resulis—-in order to svoid the next one. 1I'd like to
__Mr BRaren end Dr Fischer vould like to ask a few questions on this subject
and your political history and beckyround, then the General (Anderson) here
has a question or two resarding the role of air in the war.

A. T'd like to apolosize, to besin vith, becszuse I'm getiing to be zn elderly
men end am desf in one esr. Ly history politically is wery long end com-—
plicated, t nd unfortunsztely 21l my reccrds--memoits—-were destroyed vhen my
heouse was burned et the very end of the wer. I méy not be sble remember

T
o"ov*+hinr + =t you want to find out from me, but I will do my best. I
vish to epologize for my position on sccount of the loss of my records.

M BAREA

Ve

Q. Bsron, would you tell ‘ug vhether our understanding is correct: At the
time of the outbreak of the ver in 1941 you were Cheirmsn or mewher of the
Privy Council?

t the outbhresk of the war.

n

A. Yes, I veg a member of the Privy Council

Q. Could you tell us very briefly whet were the functions of the Privy Coun-
cil in meiters of foreign policy at thet time?

A. The function of the PRIVY COUNCIL at thet time was to act as zn edvisory
body to the EMPEROR.' At the time wer wes declared, the declerstion of
war wee submitted to the Council for approval. It was chiefly an advisory!
hody.

Q. TLet's actuclly e¢o somevhet further: GQuite frenkly, wes it more a rubber—
stemping 2cency or did it setuzlly meke decisions which determined the

course of foreipn policy?

ly function of the PRIVY COUNCIL in this pavfiﬂular case was to
approre thel&ctusl dealzpation of wer: dn other vnﬂdk itwwes geting
a rubber—gtamp ssency. Ite job vss more or less to study the ITOblfm of
vhether #ar was g £it thing for the country om if, just generally, Japan
could undertske cuch & wér. The stturl decleretion of var and everything

C
to 'do ¥ith 4 o
to‘de witn 'it, a

m

ide from this sprroval, ves the duty of the Government
iteelf, snd it ves cubmitted sc such to the PRIVY COUNCIL for epprovsl.

L0}

i

G.v In the summer or fezll of 1941, vhat wae the feeling in the PRIVY COUNCIL
&g to the situstion of the war in FUROPE? Did they feel that the AXIS vas

“bound to min or whet wee tleir eppreissl of the generel var‘alTu Tlon in
CERUANT-RUSSTA, GERANY-ENGLAND?

A. Tt vould be difficult to ssy thet the PRIVY COUNCIL hed on€ specific opin-
ion beceause there were more than 20 members in the Counecil, but I myself
relt from the veory beginning thst the AXIS would losé the wer. That wes
my ovm personsl opiniort, ead 1t would be very difficult to give the opin-
ion of the whole Troup. ' '

’

Q. But do you feel thet the prevailing opinion--the opinion of the “aJOle”
——~the opinion of the most importent--wes very optomistic from the view-
point of the AXIS? I understsnd very well thet the Beron is s leading
liheral here, end I den't mesn to csk only hig opinion, but would he
veay hthet' the opinion of the ms jority--the importznt mejority--wezs very
onvom1¢*1o for the AYIS? T want to strases, his position wes rether sfeper—
ate and sgpecific in this whole picture; it is very importzat thet he
uncderatand thet?

B, T myeelf belicve thet of the people in the PRIVY GOUNCIL, the mejority hed
Tept Woubt 8 to the ebilify of the AXIS te win the war. 'I think myself
hat very fev thousht they wvould win.
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. Vhen MATSUNKA ceme bark from GERMANY end RUSSIA in April or lMay-—-end of
YAy, 3¢iu:IIV——1041, -rs it ¥novn to the PRIVY COUNCIL thet ﬂATSJ)hA
(=3 (=]

committed himself in BSRPLIN to got Jepen inte ver egeinst RUSETIA & oon
e GFRIANY etieckesd FuL,IA: :

k. There may heve been members of the PRIVY COUNCIL vho had been told of it
by MATSUOKA, but there wes no formel cnnouncr“ont of eny such srrengenent,
end I myself hed not hecrc of .

QAT pO; eible, Beron, thet the Gier Perty did not cere to keep you informed
very muc 2b01t the number of thinge which were going on becsuse you vere

of & 511"hf33 different—-belonsed to e different grour in the politicel
set—up here? : < 4

A, In zngver to your question, it's guite neturasl thet meny things in regerd
to vlenning of wer with the UNITED STATFS would not hewve resched my esTs.
T would not, sey thet you could cell me & liberel necesserily; whether I em
ez libersl or not is & gquestion, but I wes well-known for being opposed to
eny ver ggeinst the UNITED STATES, end T had gone on record meny times &as
being of thet opinion. In my opinion it wes the worst possible thing thet
could heppen to Jepsn. Ls & Nevel officer, I myself hed elweys felt end
szid thet the militery should not heve too strong & voice in the Govern-
ment beccuse if they did they were ept to run swey with control' of the
Government, end I wes widely knovm for thet opinion. T wzs also widely
knowmn for an snnouncement vhich errofrﬁﬁ in the newspepers reporting e
speech T mede et & beniuet in Sen Frencigeo in 1918 recevding friendly
reletions hetwaen! JAPAN and the UNITED STATES and ¢ desire for peece. The
feet dhat I wee so widely knovni e heing egeinst war vith the lndted
Stetze mirhi hewe prevented enyone from letting me knov shout operztions..

L7

Thalilike ) to ol oner lagein what il spid ! stoutiny¢ cerepn in' (the Newvy: § AlLL
durins fy tour of duty in the Nevy e¢ #n officer, right up to tne rsnk of

dmirel, ‘T hed fT‘avs felt thet the Army end Newy should siay out of \poli-
tice esimuch ae nogsible for fear thet they vould get too much control &nd
run svsy with rolL‘ir"l pover. Iy opinion le™out ver with the UNIUFL STATES

VEge besed on my expericnce 'es e nevel officer.

Q. On the other hend, when MATSUOKL ceme beck in the Spring of 1941 it looked
gctuelly =zo to war

very. muehl #g if \there should be & wer--JAPEN would
22einet RUSSIA in complience vitl. the TRI-PAZRTITE ecreement, endless pro-
miges vhich UATSUOKA mzde in BERLIN beceuse [ATSUOKA lecrned et thet time
that GEP'IANY veg going to stbeck RUSSIA. Now why did JAPAN =t thet time,

in the summer of 1941 snd fall of 1941, not go to wer sgeinst RUSEIL a5 pro-
mised by MATEUOKL but rether declered neutrslity towsrd RUSSIZ and vent to
ver egeinst the UNITFD STATEE? ;

£, Tt is e very debztecble question end one sbout vhich I em not certein ¢t
71l todey :nd one rhout which rot mény peorle sre cortein. Thet isg, excct-
1y what, MATSUOKA did nromlov GER 1AWY, snd vhether the Jevenese policy ves
determined on what METSUOKA told Jmpcn or on the basis of the militery
cligue is debetesble. T myself do not cctuslly believe thet MATEUOKA made
cny vromises to GFRIZNY zbout Jovnen ettenkin? RUSEIA, vhen GERUNY declared
wer agednst RUESTEA y beceuse I belisve thet MATSUOKE oh hig wey | beck to
Jeren stopned in RUSSIA end tslled to STALIN snd thet those discuseions
conerrned heutrelity . .nnre is nobody in the Privy Council now vho meelly
vould knov' unless it ve's just by pereonzl informetion beceusé the Govern-

Fovas ot eceustonsd 1o eirer tellimeius evsetly whet their true inten-

men?
Hon waes vwhet stiheir plans were.,

G« Vould vou gey, to your knovledse, veg ‘there o etrons wing emeng peonls vho
countcd to ro to wer avgingt RUCSIP vzther then te go to wer: zgeinst the
THTTRE ETLTES, end vhet forces do youw think wepe in fevor of the wer egeingt
RUES LA petilie v e n @ WO aod et the UNIVRD, STATRSE I wigh to meke it
clesr: I don't mern mecess=vily the PPIVY COUNCIL; I mesn jusi from your
mewledse dg @ politieisn
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Tt would be extremely. difficult, and almost impossible, for me to give you
a rerly to thet question, but T would like to point out one thing: I'm cer-
tein thet the ﬁcvv wes from the ‘beginning opposed to fighting e geingt

=
on
=
o

the UNITFD STATES, end I think you'll find the Navy's opinion wes more or
lecss exsctly cnmil W) ovn cince I hzd been brought up in thet tredition.

Vhen you spesk of the Nevy, does the Rsron refer to the Nevy as 2 whole or
does he refer to the upper commendingz staff of the Navy-—to:people:like him-
self znd Admirel YAMAMDTO--or does he sctuslly mesn the Nevel Officer Corps?

g referrins naturelly to only the people of importence within the Nevy
rcle hocsase the younver officers end men just ect on orders and heve no
influence in thet respect. :

ihiat wees the Bsron's opinion ebout 1he theory that the wer asainst the
UNITFD.ETATES ves, to,e lerze extent, started by the younger officer corps
in the Ve y? Mzrquis KIDO CG(T:C!GTLZGO the ontbreck of wer egeinst the
UNITED STATES es being the end-product of the incident of Februsry 26, 1936
instiseted by ‘he junior officers of the Jayeneses Hewy? Whet is the Baron's
oninion on this view?

To & certzin extent thet mey b= true, end in my opinion the gradusl progres
toverd wer follovcc by JAFPAN wes pertly due to the impetus provided by the
younger officers, end this tendency could be described s & disesse which
I believe spread from the younger officers in the Army to the younger offi-
cere in the Novy. The diserse spresd through both services, end to e
certein extent you could bleme thet es ¢ ceuse of the war.

~

In other words, your previous stetement that the entire Nevy es such wesg
agsinet the wer is to bo modified to the certein Nevel officers who were
)

a

rzingt the wer but sctuslly did not represent the entire Nevy

a)
ny

I think thst is generclly correct except of course there were naturaelly
people a@mong the wounger officers who were opposed to war.

After INDND-CHINA wes occupied—--I meen FRFNCH INDO-CHINA end then SOUTH
INDO-CHINA--was vour feelinz ot thet time thet it would lead to wer or not?

At that time I did not believe thie sction wes going to lead to wer. How-
oren TLdiéd Hﬁlwoxh that it wee ¢ wvery denserous situstion end thet thie
’:3111’." D‘: ?'(-"\‘r'-“}_"df’c‘ ag g eause f'o'w wer

approe of thic perticuler aation-—the gction moving South
OHINAY . \

B T |

d th W;
T
'4

:l
ant

I cem'® sungven that question from eny knowledge I have of it becouse I =snd
the ol harimémbers of dhe wp1vv Council ucuLl]V dlcpovcrﬁd these thinges af—
tar they shads oceurred s Ve pould heer sbowt them snd think that "tHis is
exirsordinery”, bu' vo hod no knovledse Hsfor"hrnd of auny such move. iow-
ever! T gunpbse that the occupstion of FRENCH INDO-CHINA must heva been &
Joint Lrmy-Wevy oparetion; probebly plenneo by the joint. steffg eg I
hadidaust that it conld e ./b:::-(_-‘vn one on the other which wes lqr_;_r@ly »
billaufion d b ' AR . -

;i

After the wer egsinst the UNITED STATES broke out, vhat
eeling hov this var would be run--I meen, whet kind of = °
heve, how did you expect this war to come to &n end?

One more guestion:
vas your personal
prospects di vou

£a
1

(@

Ifwould 1ilke to "1”" you my opinion on thst suhject #s & former Nevel offi-
cer since I em mos*t femilier with the problems thet the Nevy feced. The
Hzvy hed elweye plenned & fall strength sufficient for the defense of Jepan,
a% the begsinning of the wer it secmed likely thet<Jemen might win es long
it pleyed e defenicive game, but I mysedf felt thet, in ¢ long drevn-out
ar, Je Epen: ould ¢ seriously hendicepped. For instencec: You heve the
I 3 rat Lo~—LONLWN CONFERFNCE. The UJITED E€TATES hot only hed this five-to
~three retio but it wes & country ten times the size of JAPAN. ‘In sdditionm,
vhen vou vere fighting the UNITED STATES vou were fighting ENGLAND too which
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mede your ratio ilen to. three. .I. thought Thet~€gainét“tho§é avervhelming odds
Japen would Dfuh bly loce, €0 that fz om the very. beginning, .althourh I
thought things micht go well for n11e, I believed Jepsn. yould eventually
lose the war. : mhcf 1;,‘1- ‘ observer. LA

o

=

‘v
.

-

4
o

'_l f\i

By e‘“olifinisq did you heve the oviﬁion flet & negotisted pesce mizht
result from the big Lnltlcl succesg of Jepan?

A. I thought & negotisted peace vould be very difficult to errenge because,
azturally, vhen you have two countries st wsr you get netionelism and deter—
minstion to fight which prevents =lmost sny possibility of .negotisting
peace. Hovever I ‘did believe thet after wer continued. for &, .certein tTime
without sny epperent decisive point being reached, end ¢ certein stege hed
been reached vhere the war looked as though it wes going to dreg out for s
lonz period of time, poseibly then negotistiong should be mede to bring the
wer to a close. ‘ Ly :

Gy Bidiyou edvocatels aﬂh nezotia Llon ¢t eny r01nt durlnﬂ the war?

A. T did mot myself edvocate e negotieted péece, end this mey be my feult--
my  fault - thet T .did not "6"nn<fﬁ'i+—-bu+ it vee mostly beceuse I was £o0
oprioged to the génersl polificel sebl-up in Jﬁprn'e* the time. If you com-
pare the vertime program in Jepen during this wer with thst during the wer
‘1‘nnyLﬁAg.Fey, and-the swar: with RUSFIA,. the present, Government is fer in-
flerior.d | I heliere that, a8 a result of thosﬂvy‘:s,vfhe Jepensse becime
rethe e mroud: end careless, renerally speaking.

G.. You mesn, the old SINO-JAVANESE Ver? \ 0 sy

A, Yes. . They becamé :generally sort of reckless.:' The Government became more
.rnd more-relakxed, and I mygelf felt thet I would heve no influences over it
in anything I seid, o I just didn'l edvocete enything. I did speck cut
once or twice on Nevel affzirg, but I never brought out snything ebout thig
nesotiliated pedcas '

@y Doeg thet imply &t ‘tlie same time the weight of opinion which the PRIVY
COUNCIL wags permitted to pive diminished graduelly, or wes it just your
privete feeling thet you had nothing to ssy?

A. Vhet T just geid wes my personel opinion. Now, the PRIVY COGICIL had virc
'tually no influence over the political +hought of the Government and no
nower of ‘directions The PRIVY COUNCIL wes reelly nothing more then an

orinionsted body. snd wes consulted et timee, for instence, vhen there were

direet orders from the I WPFPOR~—dlvnot1ve= shout nationel ﬂbllcy, netionsl

lav—~but it ectually hed very little to do with the meking of policies #nd
nd, sgie' consulted body, it had reelly no power to block eny plen pre-
ed by the Government, elthough st times, ag the result of opposition by
PRIVY COUNCIL, certain policies were sbendoned. However, mey I point
out that it had no power of its owm to control; the functiong of the PRIVY
GOUNCIL wwera vory LTimited. q

T e =
- 0y
ps 'IS
QD

Gen ANLFREDN .

AR T R 5T o) ;FP flP"+ Whst e Admlrel thought tho sir success-—the Japanese
eir eugeees~=in lheir E*ugck on our bsttleshipa et PEARL HARBOR, and later
tae sudcagsful etbeck @ foingt the "REPULSEM end the "PRISCE OF WALBEY hed in
ik g f*ffﬂ* on Hewel thousht on how the Javel wer should be conducted sgzinet
AFRICH )

~k on *he "PRINCE OF TILESY snd the "REPULSEY end the etteck on

NPl Va e
PEARLY IABOR, hrdupht to my '+%rnt10n for the firvet time the importence of
air in nevel we arfere; eimply hecéuse I, mycelf, hed been retired for some
twenty veers srior to the outbreak of wer; =nd so I hed forgotten--not kept
in toucn vith recent development of srmsments rnd wogpons s - However when

1
this ucnpfqra, i believed ‘thet, elthough JAPAN had such epectecBler success
&t PEAPL HARBOR and dovn in HMALAYA, it wes bccauhs of her initisl zdventage
in b?ing the e*fccking netion, end, knowing thet the UNITED STATES ves more
gdveneced in sirverzft construction snd technique t“ n JﬁPﬁm, 1f the wep
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continued beyond e certein point the UNITFD STATES would be zble to meke
ur for the disedventege #nd itself be sble to utilize the seme kind of
tectics end stretegy & '

.

geinst the Jepenese. ' I.felt thet clthough these
first successes were spectecular they did not by eny meens indicste Jepen's
winning the wer by such methods. Thet wes my opinion on the besis of Y
pest study of militery history and stretegy.

influence, If the Admirel cen zive it, did those tvo successes heve in
ceusine the Jaranese Newy to ehendon the defensive employment of her Nevy
and proceed to en offensive course of sction by expending out info the Pe-
ic end spperently e~ndsevoring 1o obtein decisive fleet szetion with our
the egrlier phaces of the war? ;
i+ ies quite possible, I think, that the Nevy, encoureged by its+ successes
2t PFAPL EARBOR end dovn in MLLAYA——rather flushed with 4te s ¢
on t0 an offensiv~ molicy 11 throughout the Peeific. However, vhet I ssid
firet. ves my cpinion of Jepanese Wevel Stretegy et the beginning of the war.
I thourht it ves 2 very poor stretecy from the very beginning simply beceuse,
elthoush Japen had seized the initistive end sttzcked énd would heve to
meintein & certedin degree of initictive beceuse it hed sterted out on the
offensive, I did not beliéve it wes & good thing to expend too much becsuse
vie would heve to spread our forces gll through'z tremendous ses sres with
concentration on certsin islends vhich would mean thet we would have gcet-
tered forces with only ¢ smell smount of strength ¢t esch given plece.
Since #11 communicetion wes by see to these vgrious\pleces, it would be-—
come en increzsingly difficult problem for the Jepenese Nevy to meintesin
communications, end smell gerrisons et verious points would not be suffi-
cient to withstend ¢ heecvy etteck on one given point by & superior force.
On that besgis I mycelf believed thet the Jepenese policy of expsznsion to
such en extent was & poor policy.

I recognize thet very clearly; thet is why I weeg trying to explore the
subject to determine, if possible, whether or not.the strategic employment
of the Jemenese Nevy thzt they hed sccepted hinged its success, or its
e¥pected success, on decisive fleet ection ¢nd vhether or not, in your
opinion, ‘hey hed secapted the hszerd of thig over-exrension in order 1o
forea 2 'decisive fleet getion before AMFRICA hed been zble 40 over-build
the Jereness ’Jgrv'?

“

Y . by . & A - . -
Log,  Tibalioe fhat, sirce | JAPAN hed hed grect sucnesses errly in the wer,
LUTVES ryIng -tol pregss ite edventspe s much z¢ poseible 'in ‘order to fight

2 shovdovn betile.

sl s 23 SE) e 3 .‘ . 3 1 1
ihat wers the political snd militery fectors that 1led to the reorgenizstion
2 TR | ] T 3 (=}
o7F s tuovernment, with the eppointment of the Baren ss Premier in April of

19457

There vere probebly two mein ressons for the chenge of Government: The
milfibery réeson being thet the people h:d lost confidence in ‘the Government
bgeetise of its fzlse propegende.  Therese the Government hed been edver-
tising vietories continuslly, they hed not mentioned sny defests, so that
where nevepepers cerried stories'of grest victories 11 through the Pzcific,
they never mentioned deferte—~they never mentioned losces end cesuclties.
But, you cen't keep facts from the peorle forever, end graduslly these fects
begcn to come out. - 1

At the time of the Leyte operetion, Imperisl Genersl Hesdquerters issued en
order for ¢ fight to the desth, deseribing the bettle ¢s decisive in defense
of the Homelend #nd referring to it asa ¢ TENNOSAN bzttle, TENNOSAN being &
mountein in Jepen on whicH & erueisl bottle in Jevbhese higtory hed been
fousht ., Loecel suceegses, on LEYTR were festured, but defests were never
mentioned until finelly cesusl references were mede to the enemy's occupa-
nion af LFYTE. -Such indidentse naturelly weekened the peoprle's feith in
Govérnment. renorts on the war situstion.
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I believe the s=cond rescson for the ?,11 of the Government ves thQ differ-
ence of oninion vithin the Czbinet itself-—discgreement emong the members
of the Csbinet., VWhen T weeg called upon to teke over s PREMIER, I my self
he@ heen opposed to ever becoming PREMIFR: I hed never wented to be PREMIER
but under the ecircumstences I, felt there wes nothing I could do but eccept
the post. Therefore I sccented snd become PREUIER.

GARDNFR:. I hsve been vondering: Vhen the people lost confidence in the
ovvernment, how vas thet trensmitted up to the Government? Did thke people
themgelveos complain or hov does it——

Met BARAN: ——manifost Giisal f?

It 4

Gen

.

Mr FISHFR:  In deliberation within the hirhest circles, how did they know there

ves thie discontentment smong the people?
The peoples! Giseatisfaction vith thé Government would never heve eppesred
1h the popers for feer of Government retaliation or bectuge of Government

control. Althouszh pe y
themsalves becsuge of t
in touch with things

ions such ss disszt A
were oceasionsl. casegs of

Lo vore efreid of tslking or writing enything emong
he KEMPEI--militery police--the KEMPEI vers nzturelly
at were going on and could raport zny genersl opin-
on vith the Government. In eddition to thet there
abotage which naturelly indiceted dissetisfection.

N

S

e

e
'ﬂ i

ANDEPSON .

Thet genersl and/or specific instructions regerding the wer were given 1o
the (PREMIER ot that time--ot the time he accepted that zppointment=-=by
either the EMPFROR or hy the SUPRFHE WAR COUNCIL?

At iba time I Hﬂﬂ me PREMIFP, I did not receive eny direct order from the
EMPEROR, but I understood cleerly from whet the EMPEROR reid to me et thet
time thet the FIPEROR veog very much concerned, over the situstion thet JEPAN
gced in the wer, end he ves very concerned over the desth of civilirne due
» bomhing, end the gener:l gicknecs ond the grest number of civilien
gesugltiesy sndithe grest losses in the fiolﬁ of 'bettliss " TherefiareN Thwas
=iven dol inderstend that. it ves 'the BMPFROR'E desire for me to make every
ffort to bring the ver fo 2 cone clusion)@e quickly 'ss possible.  fo as
PPEMIFR I sterted oub vith the purvose of bringing the war to ¢ cloge es
guickly ag poaceihle

3

Then did you first initiste. pogitive steps to bring the ver to a cloge end

vihatlivag flie action, thet you took? ’ ;

I weg ‘nalurally in z wory fl?f)ﬂull pos l*iﬂn begauge, on the one h(xd I hed
ggion given me by the FAPEROR

T @arty wouty toltinp bagt of nvl lebility b tha i
errence for & conrlupin m of the wmer, whereas if snyone hezrd of 1 ablE
vould neturally heve baen ettecked snd probebly killed by people opundsed ‘#o
guch' &' policy., o thet on the ohe hend, I'hsd to gdvocate sn inorcsse in
the wer effort snd determination te fight on, wherezs throurh diplometic
chennsle ond eny m@ens sveileble, I hed to try to negoticte with other
eountriise i, bor ithel vy 4

1A
«

During ey snd June (1945) ve eerried on negotistion with RUSEIL sinee
RUESTA \Ps fhp only neutrel country left ¢ccegceibla. In our negotictions
d

7ith RUSSIE re progressed so fer thet ve vere on the point of sending Primce
KONOYE =5 an sgent to [I0SCOV, but just at thet time the POTSDAU CONFTPRACE
Yegen end then, es vou'know, z2fter the POTSDAI CONFERENCE it was imposigible
to meke sny hesdwey co thet our nﬁgotlstinns cimply dregged on until /fugust,
nearthe and of the ‘wadl

In eneper to vour question; the only thing to co wes to negotiste with a
neatrell eovmbry gueh ee RUSEILto bring ‘the wer to & close, vith the wmder-
standing thet JAPAN would heve to zeeepb certsin terme to effect thet nego-
tiztion, ’ :

Yhet werdispecif
&

propose Le—~goneogsiong~-thet JAPAN wee prepered to eccept
mede gk hasi i

ie
for neaptis tions throuch the RUSEEINS?

-
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A. Mgy I explein the
211l hends to prevent tremendous 1

A. JAPAN had not ascturlly bee
ikl Toulc sceept; principzlly

made.

¢ble to meke sny decision re
beceuse it d
There was no wey of knowing whet. the UNITED NATIONS
deelerefion hed been made, znd J/APAN itself nsturelly,

gerding whet terms
idn't know &Lct demends would be
rvented since no
uncder the circum-

stences, wes prepared to zceept z2lmost sny terms in order to achieve pezce.

Prince KONOYE wes on the point

rnf~“dln* vhet terms it vould
Zialc

ez ” A
whet

1he negotiztion we
ETA vould aect as
generel situstio
that fimo the PO7SDAT
ation.

S
in
.L
"1

G- \Fhal-were the final political

CEuses
militery, zad from the

wented to prevent eny further
JAPLEN would ceuss ¢
wented to prevent theot
ending the wer by negotistion
feronce of apinion:
wentad to guit.

JAPEN could do znd only one t

still =t s
termediery
4

wvee end wh
RCLARATION

aft the lend  of iwa

loss of 1

politicel .zspect t
over the tremendous losses in pérsonnel :#nd th

losses, He

remendous loge of 1life to ti
ann?cesqrrj loss t

. From the

8
Some winted to fight it out to the fini h snd othe
Those who vented to conti a
hing, @nd.th

Qff going it
cccept when the POTSDAIL

o MOSCOV with JAPEN's decicsion

CONFFFENCE begsan,

noinf Where it weesn't even clesr
Q

or no we were in a gquandary ¢
t demmncs we would h=ave to meet.
ceme, end thet wes the end of

and militery flacters thaticaused Japant to
accept the POTSDAIl DECLARATION?

T &S heing, generelly, desire of
it S sides to civilians end
he' EJPFPC wes terribly concerned
suffer ing of his peoprle znd
FlS .1t that eny lsnding in
» A1lied countriesg, znd he
003 taerﬁfor" he wes desirou& of’
militasry aspect’/tliere wes & dif-
i ! rs

inue felt thet there wes one thing
2l ettt ool sialisdalir ilis, (@BhD | dlial & Ele(ah—

give battle =t the very end, 1bchng it to & question of wvictory or Qafcﬁt

in 2 deecicsive bettle vhen

However, the outcome of such o beitle wee

tion to that,
no nearcr victorv because,

whether JAPAN won or lost
whale

we would shill hayveibeen practiceliy o de

& finel wictory end would probebly suceumb to further
In other vords, such a2 decisgive b

cneny .«
1) S alGit oV lier MR AN,

L dnoinsien
1

T helic-e thet both the

would result ‘in the end in = probzble defeﬁt,
in eny gas= & certein tremendous loes in pereonnel, ;

view of preventing thie tremendous 1055
pollihilgai

cuthori

anyiour *to end the var at thet stepse.

il

such a battle,
perhepa we would heve won & loce

the AMERICANS lecnded in JAPAN itself.

very much doubt, and in eddi-
it would be perheps
1 viectory,,
end could asver win
attecks from tha
attle, although it might recult

feeted netion

ty end the mllltcry ?uthorify viere

ChR Eneciithe sl

vhiet impertance

IPFF]E COUNCIL. ettach

GaNiact P29 agip e

areinst. JiPAY pro

flnatde flan Jerren = increalsing

did the Baron or the
attiecks on JAPLN ‘thet were then be i
intensity, you sees, of

B ¢

TE?t type of

conducted and the
air abteek

N_:
7"‘}—1
-'ni

%3
cit

|_)-

eli recof@ized the B-29 ss & very
? oing trememdous damsge to JAPAN,

superior weapon.

enc in every dirse

L you cen see it
ction towvms end

es end homes were being burned up.

Tt ceemed to me unazvoideble thet in

the long

run JLPIN vould be elmost destroyed by

aiy sttack

so thut merely

on the bagie ef the
peaess HMOn tiop mf the
the POTEDAM DECLARSTT

in end weg @ very g0
negotiations for peace
the esuse wag Holeles

B-29 recids
:)N, whiCh w
one and g

2

I myself on the besis of the B-R9 reids

m

B-29s elone I wee convinced thet JAPAN should sue for
me the ATOMIC BOYB,

immedictely zfter

ce
es just one rdditionsl resson for giving
eve us the opportune moment to meke open

felt ‘thet

Q. Hed the Jepenese SUPRFIE TAR COUN IL congidered the degree of probebility

thet MIFRICE might de
tions solely hy this i

clln

Je on the surfece
ri:l bomberdment?

nd continue its opere-—
If s0, whet plensg hed

they eonsidered cg¢

cource of seti

4t

ion thet

they ecould posge

ibly teke egeingt

thet tvpe of militery retion?

(Mot e
ted to the conferenece.)
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The SUPEFHE UAR COWICIL up to the time of the ATOMIC BOMB wes dropped,

.did not beliaue that Japsn could be bb'+‘n by eir stteck zlone. They "]co
belietred that the UNLTED STATES would len

rd not ettempt to bomb Jap

,.)
(—g ny

out! of the war. On'fhﬁ other aend there w meny prominent people ho
did believe thet - URITEDR STATES could win th@'var by just bombing alone
However  the "SUERE ?H ?nP COUNCIL, not believing thet, ned proceeded with th
one plsn of fiehting 2 decisive bettle at the lending point end wee meking
every poseible prepsration to meet such z landing. They proceeded 1iib

2 5

Ehcf plan until the ?TOMIC BOMB wes dropped, sfter which they believed the
UNITFD STATES would no l'ngcr ettempt to lend when it hed such e superior
veapon-—thet the UNITED STATES need not land when it hed such & weepon; o
st thet point they decided thet it would be beot to sue for peece.

Did the SUPRFIF VAP COUNCIL havc en ¢ ternstive plan for mllltcr" resistence
To meet the event of AVFRICA not landing but continuing its air: offensive
end blockade zmeinst JAPAN, not committing themselvec to s landing opera-
fiontiat alil?. Did they haVP a plan.of cction, 2 course of ection, to follow

in “hat militery eyvent?

If the UNITER STATFS hed not lended in JAPAN.and hed just continued bombing
JAPAN, T believs the SUPRFMF VAR GOUNCIL intended to firht SHERICA in the
gir wiih plenes. At thst time JAPAN vas on the point. of finishing the

de: elopment of & superior-tyre plene znd various other weapons such as
rocke! planes vith which ve hoped io offset ihe adventage given you by the
R-29g, so thet I believe the zlternste plsan vasithet, if you did not. land,
) loulﬂ fisht it out vith you in the eir with the nev equipment which we
hoped o have eveileble very shortly.

d you congider thet the sizte of the Jenenese industry end the progres-
> attacke that vere being mede on it vould pprm11 ‘the development of en
fective air weapon to oppose these invesions, these eir attecks?

The Jzpsnese hed plenned to put their fectories end ¢ir instelletions
underground. Although our production hed fellen off, we believed thet,
vith this plen of going underground, we could perheéps continue to menufec-
ture 1700 plenes e month (thet is just & figure vwhich I plﬂkpd at rendom
nd mey not be eceurate). I am not too fsmilier vith the subject beceuse
i aleEE ARl ol technicel, end I don't know too much ebout it, but I

elieved thet, by going underaround'fe could prevent bombing from hav
very much effect on our retusl gtrength in production. Although we had 2
very all-ineclucive plen for coing underground end fighting it out to a
finish, I don't bBelieve we'd made much nrogress on it et the time the wer
ended. , N

:)‘ {=p )
}-J-
=]
it

TEHR.

You mentioned before thet, you lesrned the stete of opinion of the people
through! KFMPEE renort. . Wetd like to knO\, in general, not only thet per-
ticuler medivm but in fenercl yhet meens vere sveileble to him end his
cehinet for learning vhet the Japanese peovle vere thinking during the war?

-

T mygelf don't knov too much. shout the detsils of the matter, but just in

ou! tines neturelly vhen 2 netion ig 2t ver, if there is szbotége in fae-~

torldet or ¢ lrﬁ‘nffﬁ, it ig the duty. of the militery police end ordinery

rolice no* only to report thoer incidente to the militery but =aleo to th
on eirnmenty, soythet the :o““rnmcn+ vould knov . ;

e

p
Toverds the. end of the kb there vee & ocons d reble emount of T‘FT"'\"'lE‘l
friction, perhaps vou vould Sey s or entipethy betveen civilieng and the
militery. The Government believed thet such & ci+u<1lnn vould only occur
at ¢ time when the psonle hied lost foith in the Government.

Vell, the thing T ucn*ﬂd to knoy is, I'm interes ted in the menner in which
the ucblnpf vould be informed ebout public opinion. You told us before
thet the KEMPEIL reports were one mesns of finding out. Hoew abhout Police
Puresu of Home APfsirs Ministry-—ween't there zny chenmnel there by which
Dubllo opinion wes sent up to Cebinet level? In other words, we went to

d out vhet chennels there werc for 4he Cebinet to lesrn shout publie
opinion?

B
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RC

"he three mein sourceg of infornr+iﬂh on the suhject were: (1) ”hc'“il;tgry
Police: (2) the Police Herdgquerters of the NATMUSED (Internel Affeire Dept.) |

and (2 ) investicators s2nt out by the Government *to find out vhst y situa—
tion wae in certain eress—-locel zgzente of the rovernment vho made direct

Y 4 o
La\rj‘V‘ (=

Dirvert vrenorts to the Government?

1

Ta !he Govrernment.

NISHICURA: ‘lay I explain more fully the functions of t iese people viho vere

representing the Government: They were not officicls they were committess of
civiliane; they merely formed this committee #nd would. go out znd telk ,
peonle znd try to.get them to voice their opinions freely. This was evident-—
ly first adopted at the time .of Admirs} SUZUKI's teking over ss PRINE MINIS-
TER. It wes on sccount of the fect that they were civiliens, for instance,
thet they wvere shle to obtein informetion from civilisns sbout their feeling
tovards the military. ,

ivilisngs:s Under vhose control were thev?

3
ST
o
i)
D
&

The cebinet itself hed control of them. 8

In other words, thece people vere directly under the Cabinet?

<

es.

=

ny time the subject of

")

‘as informstion’on whet the people were thinkinz st
Cehinet digcussione?

Actualiy the opiniong of the neorle vere not discussed in the cebinet--
varen't hrourht upn asg a8 mstier of discuscion--but. there were meorle in the
CTOUR f perheaps ten civiliens of whom one ves

Cabhinet relded Nadwisorsh, a
the head of this sroupiof civiliens vho went out, 8o there wag a great desl
r

of digeueeion smon~ the ad- isors, bu* only their rerorts vere resd to the
Jabine! it ealf; 8 sub—committes teze chout vhet it amounted to.

(o vas dla head of thie edb-comaittes?, Who sot these reports from the
g

The PRFITFR himeelf could be celled the nominel heed of the committee becsuse
11 vae appoinfed by me, but under thes PRWMIFR there wes & director of the
committeas,

Director of the Cabinet Advicors?

0f the Cebinet Advisore, with verious members sssibmed to esch section, but
it was pur-ly a ffmrﬂrfv" affair, #nd the personslities chiensed so frequently
thet it would be very herd to just plC( one men out. The best thing to do
would he to sey that il wes the mominal hiead! of it. 4 /
There are just two more questions I hasve: (1)  After this director of the
Cebinet tdvicore group haed zathered some meterisl throuﬂh his sources on what
the people were hlnkln?, could the Fcron tell ue (2) vhether the cebinet
considered frncp reports, end (b) whet acific’ subjecte they would consider
eg to vhet the peonle mero thinking?

The committees sent out were sent cut to investicetr problems of all netures
in raepact to the peorle, znd =0 it vould be herd to pick out just eny one.
The peonle vho were apnointed. in cherge of azch perticular committee were
noonle Aaf come 1WU0”*FhPf,‘énC thay themeelvee in turm eppointed those under
them," They vent out end carried on these investigs +1ons-cnd then brousht
herk their meponty End do the Besis of | thase. resapie , the Cebhinet would aect,
‘ekint dn'o ronsgideredion the implicstions of the reports, snd vwould Fraqucnf-
I meka"chanse on *he hasgic of 4he ‘reports, so thet it hed some considersbile
influsnes 'on the actions of the Cabinet .
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FHe lercond point I: hm i vess-Ag PRWHMIER, did vou have eny direect control or
did wou make &ny et to control the.pelicy.on information put out by the
Cahinei Board OF-Infnrmatl n ond ,other, informetive parte of the Government?

’ S
“he commiftee vhick! vc. Foriné T.0 1n*cct r“t~ publie' orinibn wee formed in
sgrlv June znd didn't ‘e-en fidis
ly it vas too late to hsve muchieffeet on the Government becezuse the end of
the vwer came a.lon'-T “hioprver egs & resmlt of the investigztions, it wes found
necessary to chkanse Cf”tcln 1av s &and revise certein set:policies so thet zny
such decisclons were snnounced fhrouvh nh@ Ugbinet, Information Office by my-
self azs the PRIME MINISTER. AR A : v \
Evidently Mr JIQUIuUPA is femiliar Wlthwall t' is: Vhat wes his role during
this Cebinet? :

Cmér NICHOLS: You were the Secretery of the Csbinet?

YMr NISHIGURA: ' Yes, as £ civilien I was 2lso 2 temporery civilian eppointtee.

Cmdr NICHOLS: Yon were = member of the committee? N

e,

Q.

A,

\

cies

RT‘\ST

9=
the future. Vho was the Chief Cibinet Secretaryv?

NISHIGURA: Yesg, I wes.

Tell, thet's fine; we'd very much like to spesk to you, perhaps some time in
b 5 i 3

Mr CAKAMFZY. He wes & very brillisnt men with e broad bsckground snd a great

deel of education. ue seemed to know & lot abhout almost all subjects. I
choge liim *o egel in the Usbinet becesuse I felt I needed g strong supporter,

as & frisnd, in the Cshinst. Unfertunstcly, becsuse of his yvouth, he was the

subject of envy of warious other members of the Cebinet, ené there vere sven
peorle who cemeitha ma and ssked if T didn't think it would ‘be'e good thing
it wes simply bacguse of his vouth thst

believe thet he is 2@ very hard worker),
an' industrious pinrson, and th: t he hee g ;rﬁﬂf future, end the:t Jepon must
reoly on omen like GLKAMREZU to reconsfruct Jeran in the fubure.

ol wet vid of Thid mar. « I haeliew
hadiva sl siianba sat of anvys bk 75f]

I want . do meke quite clear thgt, in the Japenese politicel framework, the
meén vho 1 recspongible for eveants __nollf]crl events—-is the PREIIFR. He is
epnointed end he himgelf in turn appoints &1l iq verious Csbinet members.

All dreigione reletive to vovernment policies end cctions ere mede in differ-
~n' councilg end d=acided upon by verious groups inside the Government. . Their

decigions ere then submitted for epprovel to the EMPEROR, so that ell poli-
end sctions teken by the Japenese Government zre reelly the product of the
Goverament itself, of wvhich the PRINME MINISTER is the heed. Politiecel .deeci-
stone cennot be regerded cs the responsibility of the EMPEEOR.

Ordinerily speeking, F'*n though He himeelf wmey be oprosed to the nronosed
pieng or rolicies, the FIRFROR will gporove them. Therefore I went it very

cleerly understood th<t the PRITIF TINISTER throuchout recent Jepenese history

is the men vho is responsihle for tJ' ectione of the Jepenese Government.
Thet is, with only tvo excertioas: (1) In the Februery 26 incident of 1936,
the F"prnmp himself volunterily Orde“nd Jepeneose troops to attack the revo-

lutioneries berriccded in TOKYD becsuse the Government hed mere or less split

upj the PRFITRR v in biding, vericus Cehinet members couldn't be found, so
of his owvn volition the FIPFROR -ordered the Army te put down the revolt;

(2)) 12t hhe Fnd of the sads! just recently, he sgein reve his ovn personal
order *a ghop the ver. These sre the only %wo occssions ipon which the Em-
peror hes e¥ercised hie nersonsl power.

k= eituation et the Pnd of the' ver vag, thet ne enscould eprde on wietHer

to continus tha ver or to end it.  There wers theoss who wented to end +he wer

bv g norotic!ed pesce and Yhogse vho ventad to ficht it out to the et lend
nn matter hoy meny erouments and meetings vk hed, ve ecould mover pet T coms
nletiogrroement aayvhers dn théllcorernmentls | Tharefore I wes miven the toak
of progentin® to the FIPFROR the Governmentts snlit decision on whether to
momtanae Ahee vew or to end it L went 'he'point out thet in this perticalen

e o
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e FUMPFROR himself msde the decision te end the war beceuse of his
gl greivence over the suffering of his peorle snd clso because of his
tie feeling in regerd to the loss of life which would be involved by
ides in & landing operation end a fight to the findsh.

his is en extremely difficult point to understend, the role of the EMPEROR
end *the PPEMIFR in Jepanese policy, end I don't believe there is eny country
in the world thet hes 2 similer orgsnizetion. I want the EMPEROR's position
to be made very clesr so thst it will be understood. On the second occasion
when the\FIPFROR took his zctive role in politics, st the end of the wer, it
res beceure the PREMIFR, =t his direction, hed been eble to lesd the Govern-
ment up to e point where it could be left to.the EMPEFOR to meke the deci-
gion; in other words, I hed prepcred the wey.

Fnd of Interrogection

-
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